THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION                         85
Muscovite proletarian groups of that sanguinary revolution.
There was a reason for this. Social Democracy and Com-
munism alike came into existence as political parties of the
organized workers. The militant formations of National
Socialism grew out of the army of the declassed, the un-
organized, the desperadoes and the wreckage of humanity, the
mercenary professional revolutionaries. To this day the
Storm Troops have retained this hooligan character, although
some of their worst members have been ejected. It is well
known in the army how difficult it is to change the character
once acquired by any unit. Down to 1933 the "National
Socialist German Labour Party" was not a Labour party in the
ordinary sense. The "combination" of 1933, instead of enlisting
the support of the organized working class, which was and is an
element of order, employed the pseudo-working class of the
National Socialist party troops as its foundation, and to-day we
see the result of that false step. The character of permanent
revolution ineradicably possessed by the Third Reich has its
origin here. The foundation is revolutionary because it is
unsocial. What an immense work of education of several
generations of Social Democratic political activity was thus
destroyed! It cannot be replaced by any externals of party
organization, however pompous. The moral basis has been
destroyed. The older generations who once belonged to the
organized workers have sunk into scepticism and have lost
courage, like the middle class. The younger generations are the
militants of a new and robust Socialism of the most extreme
type.
The question whether a proletarian revolution will come
involves two others. One is that of the political significance of
the unorganized masses that continue to exist under the
present system. The other is whether a political situation will
arise in which the party machinery could be brought to bear in
a revolutionary direction.